
What should I do on a college visit? 
 

Before the Visit 

 Any time is a good time to visit a college. 

o Summer break is a great time to visit multiple colleges. 

o Know your high schools rules concerning how many college visit days you are allowed to 

have during a school year. 

 Check out the college website to get general information, investigate opportunities they offer 

and access the online application for admissions. 

 Find out how to schedule a college tour.  Are there special visitor days or events for potential 

freshmen? 

 If it is not possible to visit the college in person – look for an online virtual college tour! 

During the Visit 

 Take the official college tour 

 Speak with an admissions officer 

 Speak with a financial aid officer 

 Ask to speak to a professor/student in the major area that interests you 

 Ask to speak with a coach of a sport in which you have interest 

 Visit the library, computer labs, tutoring areas, health center 

 Visit a dorm 

 Eat in a cafeteria 

 Visit workout facilities 

 Tour the city around the campus 

 Ask if you can sit in on a class 

 Read bulletin boards on campus 

 Read a campus newspaper 

 Pick up a school calendar/catalogue 

 Assess the campus atmosphere:  can you picture yourself living there? 

 If the visit occurs on a weekday, during the school year:  stop by the college admissions office 

and get a letter to state you were there.  Return it to your school attendance clerk. 

After the Visit 

 Write down your impressions of the college – did it fit you? 

 If you are planning to visit more than one college create:  1. A chart to compare/contrast the 

different colleges or 2. A college binder with tabs for each school so you can easily keep track of 

information. 

 Ask yourself:  Would I feel comfortable attending this college/university? 

 One month after the visit, ask yourself:  Do I still feel the same way about the college/university 

campus? 


